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N the rath of November 1761, Governor Bernard made 
the following Speech to both Houtes of Affembly, in 

the Province of Maflachufetts Bay : 
¢ At the Opening of this General Court 1 had the Pleafure 
to obferve upon the happy and propitious circumftances that 
had attended the Commencement of the prefent Reign, and 
particularly the Extintion of Parties, and the general Coali- 
tion of all Parties in Support of his Majefty’s Government ; 
and E could not but exprefs my earneft Defire that the fame 
patriotic Spirit which influenced Great Britain, might prevail 
throughout his Majefty’s American Provinces, and efpecially 
inthis mot ancient and m/f? loyal of them. 
© [was well perfuaded, that while I was fpeaking to you on 
this Subject, your Sentiments and mine were the fame. ° 
have been fully confirmed in this, as well by your own De- 
clarations, as by your Condu&t confequent thereto; and I 
have now all the Affurance that I fhall be affifted and fup- 
* ported by you. 
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| On the 24th of April 1762, his Excellency made. the fol- ‘ 
| lowing Speech to the Two Houtes : 
© The Unanimity and Difpatch with which you have com- 
‘ plied with the Requifitions of his Majefty require my parts- 
A 2 ety © cular } 
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cular Acknowledgment, and it gives me additional Pleafure ta 
obferve, that you have therein aéted under no other Influence 
than a due Senie of your Duty, both as Members of a general 
Empire, and as the Body of a particular Province. . 
* It will always be my Defire that Freedom and Indepen- 
dance fhould prevail in your Councils, and that the whole 
Credit of your Proceedings therein fhould be placed to your 
own Account. It will be a fufficient Honour for me to pre- 
fide over a People whofe Motives to Loyalty and Public 


Spirit arife from their own Breatts, ¢ 


FRA, BERNARD? 
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His Excellency again fpoke as follows to the Two Houfes 
of Affembly on the 27th of May Lous } 
‘ Whatever ihall be the Event of the War, it muft be no 
{mall fatisfaction to us, that this Province hath contributed 
its full Share to the Support of it. Every Thing that has 
been required of it hath been moft readily complied with ; 
and the Execution of the Powers committed to me, for 
Yaifing the Provincial Troops, hath been as full and com- 
plete as the Grant of them was. Never before were Regi- 
ments fo eafily levied, fo well compofed, and fo early in the 
Field, as they have been this Year; the common People 
feemed to be animated with the Spirit of the General Court 
and to vie with them in their Readinefs to ferve the King. 
{is * The ample Provifion which has been already made, leaves 
* me nothing to afk for the immediate Service of the King, 


FRA, BERNARD? 
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The following is a trre Copy of the Meflage which his 
Majefty fent down tothe Houfe of Commons every Year, froim 
1759 till the Conclution of the War: | 


GEORGE, Rex. 26° Dies Aprilis 1759°. 

© His Majefty being fenfible of the Zeal and. Vigour with 
which his faithful Subje€ts in North America have exerted 
themfelves in Defence of his Majefty’s juft Rights and Pof- 
feffions, recommends it to this Houfe to take the fame into 
Confideration, and to enable his Majefty to give them a pro- 
per Compenfation for the Expences incurred by the refpec- 
tive Provinces, in the Levying, Clothing, and Pay of the 
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‘ Troops raifed by the fame, according as the active Vigour 
* and firenuous Efforts of the refpective Provinces fhall pa 
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Upon which the Houfe refolved, PEA PEI ae, oa en 
Sum not exceeding Two Hundred ‘Vhoufind Pounds be 
granted to his Majeity upon Account, to enable his Majefity 
to give a proper Compenfation to the refpeQive Provinces in 
North America, for the Expences incurred by them in the 
Levying, Clothing, and Pay ofthe Troops raifed by the fame, 
according as the active Vigour and {trenuous Efforts of the 
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Similar Refolutions followed yearly every Meflage. And 
though this Compenfation did not exceed One Fourth Part of 
what they expended, they were fatisfied with thefe moft honour- 


_f 
q 


able of all Teftimonies, that they had not been backward in’ 


contributing their Share towards the general Defence of the 
Empire. 

- His Majefty’s Surveyor General of the Northern Diftrict in 
America, tranfmitted to the Lords of the Treafury in 1764, a 
Charge of Corruption in his Office and Collufion with Smug 
glers, fupported by the Oaths of credible Witnefits, againit 
Governor Bernard; for which the Surveyer General received 
the Thanks of the Treafury Board, and Governor Bernard 
was fuffered ftill to hald that Office he had abufed, and bas 
been admitted as the principal Accuferand Witnefs agai 
People of the Maflachufetts Bay. 

- On the reth of March 1764, the Houfe of Commons re- 
folved, ¢ Thatit may be proper to charge certain Stamp Duties 
‘ in the colonies and Plantatiens:? bat did not at that Time 


_ form any Bill for the Purpofe. 
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On the sth of April 1764, an A& paffed for impofing Duties 
in America by the Britifh Parliament, for the Purpofe of raif- 
ing a Revenue. 
- in confequence of thefe Proceedings, the Houfe of Repre- 
fentatives of the Maflachufetts Bay came to Refolutions, « That 
the fole Right of giving and granting the Money ofthe People 
of that Province, was vefted insthem as their Jeoal Reprefen- 
tatives; and that the Impofition of Duties and Taxes, by the 
Parliament of Great Britain, upon a People who are not re- 
prefented in the Houfe of Commons, is abfolutely irreconcil- 
able with their Rights. That no Man can juftly take the 
Property of another without his Confent, upon which original 
Principle the Right of Reprefentation in the fame body which 
exercifes the Power of making Laws for levying Taxes, one of 
the main Pillars of the Britith Conftitution, is evidently found- 
ed: That the Extenfion of the Powers of the Court of Ad- 
miralty within this Province, isa moft violent InfraGion of the 
Right of Trial by Jury,—a Right which'this Houfe, upon the 
F Principles 


refpective Provinces fhall be thought by his Majefty to merit.’ 
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Principles of their Britifh Anceftors, hold moft dear and facred, 
it being the only Security of the Lives, Liberties, and Pro- 
perty of his Majefty’s Subjects. “That this Houfe owe the 
ftricteft Allegiance to his moft Sacred Majefty King George 
the Third,—and that they have the greateft Veneration for the 
Parliament.’ 

In February 1765, a Bill for raifing a Revenuein America 


by Duties on Stamps, &c. received the Royal Affent. Peti- 


tions from the feveral Aflemblies of America againft the pafling 
of this Ad, were rejected by the Parliament, or not received, 
on the Pretence of a Rule, that Petitions fhould not be receiv- 
ed againft a Money Bull, and this was a Money Bill. 

Upon the Arrival of this A&t in America, every Affembly 
on the Continent came to Refolutions againft the Right of 
impofing Taxes upon them unreprefented and without their 
Confent. The Houfe of Reprefentatives of the Mafiachufetts 
Bay, obferving the little Attention paid to feparate Petitions, 
refolved, ¢ That it was highly expedient there fhould be a 
Meeting as foon as might be, of Committees from the Houfes 
of Reprefentatives in the feveral Colonies on the American 
Continent, to confult on the prefent Circumitances, and the 
Dificulties to which they were reduced by the Operation of 
the late Aéts of Parliament for levying Duties on the Colonies, 
and to confider of a general Addrefs to his Majefty and the 
Parliament, to implore Relief.’ Letters were tran{mitted ac- 
cordingly to the Speakers of the other Affemblies, and three 
Perfons elected to attend a Congrefs on the Part of this Pro-. 
vince, | 
In the mean time fome Difturbances arofe in the Town of 
Bofton. The Reprefentation of thefe Difturbanees was in- 
famed with the ftrongeft Colouring in various Letters from 
Governor Bernard to the Lords of Trade, though he knew 
the Inhabitants had publicly condemned thefe Proceedings, as 
appears from the following Vote of the Town: 

< Ata legal Meeting of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of 
¢ the Town of Botton, at Fanueil Hall, Auguft 27, Anno 
¢ Domini 1765. 
‘ The Town having an utter Deteftation of the extraordi- 
nary and violent Proceedings of a Number of Perfons un- 
known, againft fome of the Inhabitants of the fame, the laft 
Night,—V ote unanimoufly, that the Select Men and Ma- 
ciftrates of the Town be defired to ufe their utmoft En- 
o A 5 
deavours, agreeable to Law, to fupprefs the like Diforders for 
the future, and that the Freeholders and other Inhabitants 


will do every thing in their Power to affift them therein. 
: « Voted, 
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© Voted, That the Inhabitants of this Town will be ready 
¢ on all Occafions to. afait the Select Men and Magiftrates in 
‘ the Suppreffion of all Diforders of a like Nature that may 
* happen, when called upon for that Purpofe. 


‘¢ Att, WILLIAM COOPER, Town Clerk.’ 


In truth, the whole proved to be nothing more than fome 
Injury offered to private Property, for which the Aflembly 
afterwards voted a Compenfation, | 

On the 25th of OGiober 1765, there being no Stamp Papers, 
the Council and Houfe of Reprefentatives, to avoid the mif- 
chievous Confequences ofa total Stop to all public Bufinefs, re- 
folved, That it might be lawful to do Bufinefs without Stamps. 

The Congrefs confifting of a Committee of Reprefentatives 
from feveral Provinces, met at New York the 1f of OGober 
1765. ‘The Motives and Views with which the Congrefs was 
called, are thus ftated by the Houfe of Reprefentatives of 
Maffachufetts Bay: ‘ Had the Colonies been fully heard by 
© the Parliament, it is poffible their Decifions with refpect to 
© the Jate A&ts for levying Duties and Taxes on the Colonies, 
« might have been different. However, the Houfe of Repre- 
¢ fentatives think it their Duty not to ceafe petitioning, and 
‘ have accordingly, this prefent Seffions, wrote to the Speakers 
<¢ of the feveral Houfes of Reprefentatives of the feveral Co- 
« lonies on the Continent, propofing a Meeting at New York 
© on the firft Tuefday of October next, of Committees of the 
« Houfes of Reprefentatives of the feveral Colonies, to confult 
« together on their prefent Circumftances, and the Difficulties 
© to which they are and mutt be reduced by the Operation of 
& the Jate A&ts of Parliament, and to prepare a united, dutiful, 
¢ humble, and loyal Reprefentation of their Condition to his 
¢ Majefty and his Parliament, imploring Relief. And it as 
¢ humbly hoped, that decent and dutiful Applications for the 
‘ preventing or even altering fuch Acts of Parliament as they 
© apprehend can be made to appear to be grievous, will not be 
‘ thought fufficient Grounds to charge us with the Want of 
<« the moft profound Refpect for that auguft Body. In con- 
« fidence of having free Accefs to that Fountain of national 
<« Juftice, the Houfe reft affured that all neceflary Relief will 
« be afforded, and that the Liberties and Privileges their Con- 
© ftituents at prefent enjoy, will remain fecure. 


Sisned, SAM, WHITE, Speaker,’ 


The 
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The Congrefs fummoned upon thefe Principles,.met and aed 
upon them. ‘They refolved, ¢ That the only Reprefentatives 
‘ of the People of the Colonies are Perfons chofen therein by 
© themfelves, and that no Taxes ever have been, or can be, 
* conftitutionally impofed upon them but by their refpective 
‘ Legiflatures.. That all Supplies to the Crown being free 
‘ Giits of the People, it is unreafonable and inconfiftent with 
* the Principles and Spirit of the Britith Conftitution, for the 
« People of Great Britain to grant to his Majefty the Property 
© of the Colonifts. © That itis'the indifpenfable Duty of thefe 
© Colonies to the beft of Sovereigtis, to the Mother Country; 
‘ and themfeives, to endeavour, by a loyal and- dutiful Ad- 
“drefs to his Majefty, and humble Applications to both 
© Houfes of Parliament, to procure the Repeal of the At for 
* granting and applying certain Stamp Duties, of all Claufes 
© of any other Act of Parliament whereby the JurifdiGion of 
* the Admiralty is extended, and of the other date A@s for thé 
© Rettrifion of American Commercé.’ } . 

They alfo drew up a Petition to the King, in which they 
fay, * Our Subordinate Legiflatures are in. Effe@ rendered ufe= 
lefs by the late A&éts of Parliament ‘impofing Duties and 
Taxes on thefe Celonies, and extending the.Jurifdi@ion of 
the Courts of Admiralty beyond its Antient Limit » Sta- 
tutes by which your Majefty’s Commons in Great Britain 
undertake ablolutely to difpofe of the Property of their Fel- 
low Subjeéts in America without their Confent, and for the 
Inforcing whereof they are fubjeted to the Determination of 
afingle Judze, in a Court unreftrained by the wife Rules of 
the common Law, Birthright of Englifamen, and the Safe- 
guard of their Perfons and Properties. , 

‘ The invaluable Rights of ‘Faxing ourfelves, and Trial by’ 
our Peers, of which we implore your Majefty’s Protection, 
are not, we moit humbly conceive, unconftitutional, but can- 
firmed: by ,the Great Charter of Enelifh Liberty. -. On the 
firft of thefe Rights, the Honourable the Houfe of Commons 
found their PraGtice of originating Money Bills—a Right 
enjoyed by the Kingdom of Ireland ; by the Clergy of Eng- 
land, tll relinquifhed by themfelves—a Right, in fine, which 
* all other your Majefty’s Engiith Subjects, both within and 
* without the Realm, have hitherto enjoyed.’ 

So far were they from any Thouehi or Defire to draw into 
queftion, or to deny the Sovereignty of his Majefty in his Par- 
liament, or to arrogate to themfelves the fole Right of making 
Laws, that, in their Petition to the Eloufe of Commons, they 
declare the Reyerfe in thefe Words; 
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© We moft fincerely recognize our Allegiaricé to the Crown, 
© and acknowledge ali due Subordination to the Parliament of 
© Great Britain, and fhall always retain the moft grateful Senfe 
‘ of their Affiltance and Protection. We efteem our Depen- 
‘ dence on; and Connedtion with Great Britain, as one of our 
greateft Bleffings, and apprehend the former will appear to 
be fufficiently fecure, when it is confidered, that the Inha- 
bitants in the Colonies have the moft unbounded Affe&tion 
for his Majefty’s Perfon, Family, and Government, as well 
as for the Mother Country, and that their Subordination to 
the Parliament, is univerfally acknowledged.’ 

‘Thofe Petitions however were not received, on Pretence of 
their being from a ody not legally affembled; and unknown 
to the Conftitution. 

In January 1766, the Houfe of Reprefentatives were obliged 
to complain of Governor Bernard’s having, together with his 
Council, aflumed a Legiflative Power, in ordering an AG of 
Parliament, or as he ftiles it an Ordinance, to be regiftered 
among the. Laws of the Province ; which was never done be- 
fore, but by Actof Aflembly*. This juft Complaint againtt 
the Ufurpation of the Governor, has been invidioufly re- 
prefented as an Attack upon the Authority of Parliament +, 
whereas in truth it had no relation to the Authority. 

In January 1766, Petitions were prefented from the Mer- 
chants of London, Briflol; and Glafgow, to both Houfes of 
Parliament, reprefenting the great lnjury that would accrue 
to their Property, and to the Commerce of this Kingdom, 
from the Operation of the Stamp AQ, and praying for its 
Repeal. ; ! 

The Repeal of it took place accordingly on the rgth March 
following. | 

The Affembly of Maffachufetts Bay, upon the Repeal being 
known, formed and tranfmitted an humble Addrefs of Thanks 
to his Majefty, and Letters of the moft grateful Ackniowledg~ 
ment to their Iluftrious Patrons and Friends in either Houfe 
of Parliament. Soon after this they pafled a Bill for granting 
Compenfation to the Sufferers during the Diforders occafioned 
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* «But the moft interefting Objeflion, which is not avowed, and therefore 
* cannot receive a formal Aniwer, is, that an American Reprefentation will 
* take away all Pretences for difputing the Ordinances of Parliament.’ Governor 
Bernard’s Letter 1764, p. 59. And again, p. 72, and 54. 


} See Extratt of Governor Bernard’s Letter in the Lords Report, p. 7. 
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Fe) 
hy the Stamp A&; agreeably to his Majefty’s Recommenda- 
tion, in confequence of the Addrefs of both Houfes of Parlia- 
ment, his Majetty’s Pleafure being fignified to them by Mir: 
Secretary Conway. 

The Affembly alfo conformed them{elves to the Mutiny 
A&, though it touched the Privilege of granting freely their 
own Money, for which they had fo ftrenuoufly contended, 
But they complied, as well from an Abhorrence of renewing 
the late Difpute which had given them io much Pain, as from 
a Confidence in his Majefty’s then Servants, whom they re+ 

arded as friendly to their Liberties and Rights. 

Their Satisfaction in, and Gratitude for the Repeal of the 
Stamp AG, produced a condud fo fudicafly void of Ofence, 
that Governor Bernard could not avoid giving his Teftimony 
of it in his Letters to the Earl of Shelburne, Secretary of State, 
as follows: . 

¢ The Houfe from the Time of opening the Seffion to this 
¢ Day, has fhewn a Difpofition to avoid all Difpute with me ; 
‘ every Thing having pafied with as much (;ood-humour a3 
‘ ITcould defire, except only their continuing to ack in ad- 
‘ drefling the King, remonftrating to the Secretary of State, 
‘ and employing a feparate Agent *. It is the Importance of 
© this Innovation, without any Willfulnefs of my own, which 
¢ induces me to make this Remonftrance, at a Time when 1 
© have a fair Profpeét of having, in all other Bufinefs, nothing 
‘ but good to fay of the Proceedings of this Houfe. 

¢ They have acted in all Things, even in their Remon- 
‘ france, with Temper and Moderation; they have avoided 
< fome Subjects of Difpute, and have laid a Foundation for 
¢ removing fome Caufes of former Altercation. 

« ] fhall make fuch a prudent and proper Ufe of this Letter, 
« as I hope will perfectly reftore the Peace and Tranquillity 

of this Province, for which Purpofe confiderable Steps have 
‘ already been made by the Houfe of Reprefentatives.’ . 

Such was the Temper and Moderation’ with which the Pea- 
ple were difpofed to feek Relief from the Grievances they felt. 
‘We fhall prefently fee what Steps were artfully taken to move 
them from that Moderation, and compel the Mob into Riots 
and Tumults, which were to be vifited upon the Town, and 
‘made the Pretextfor introducing a Miltary Force. The 
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* The Houfe had employed a feparate Agent fome Years before, and Gc-« 
vernor Bernard had given his Affent to a Bill for paying his Salary. What he 
calls addrefling the King, was a Petition; and rementlwating, was writing a 
Letter. r 











The new Revenue A pafled on the 2gth of June, 1767 ; a 
iittle more than a Year after the Repeal of the Stamp Act. ° 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives, in their Petition to the King, 
touching this Act, exprefsly acknowledge the Supreme Power 
of Parliament. ‘ With great Sincerity, permit us, (fay they) 
‘to aflure your Majefty, that your Subjects of this Province 
¢ ever have, and ftill continue to acknowledge your Majefty’s 
© High Court of Parliament the Supreme Legitlative Power of 
© the whole Empire.” . . 

{n their Letters to the Miniftry, they fay, © The Subjects 
in this Province, and undoubtedly in all the Colonies, how- 
ever they may have been otherwile reprefented to his Majefty’s 
Minifters, are loyal; they are firmly attached to the Mother 
State; they always confider her Intereft,and their own as in- 


feparably interwoven, and it is their fervent With that it may 


ever fo remain, All they defire is, to be reftored to the 
Standing upon which they were originally put, to have the 
Honour and Privilege of voluntarily contributing to the Aid 
of their Sovereign when required, They are free Subjects 5 
and it is hoped the Nation will never confider them as in’a 
Tributary State.’ And again, ¢ All they defire is to be places 
‘ on their Original Standing, that they may Aill be happy in 
¢ the Enjoyment of their invaluable Privileges, and the Nati- 
¢ on may itill reap the Advantage of their Growtlr and Pro- 


A Teerirys 


That their Prayers might be more likely to obtain Suecefs 
from being united with the Supplications of all the Colonies, 
they tranfmitied a circular Letter to the other Aflembhes, in- 
forming them—-* That the Houfe had humbly reprelented to 
the Miniftry their own Sentiments; that his Majcity’s high 
Court of Parliament is the fupreme Legiflative 


e 
whole Empire; that in all fret States the Conflitution is fixed ; 


a) 


‘and as the Supreme Legiflative derives its Power and Autho- 


' 


ri 


rity from the Conffirution, it cannot o rerieap the Bounds o 
it, without deftroying. its own Woundation, That the 

tution afcertains and limits both Sovereignty and Allegiance, 
and, therefore, his Majeity’s American Subjeéts, ‘wio ac~ 
knowledge themfelves bound by the Ties of Allegiance, have 


Coniti- 


-an equitable Claim to the full Enjoyment of the fundamenta 


Rules of the Englith Conftitution, That it is an effential, 
unalterable Right in Nature, ingrafted into the Brinth Con- 
fitution as a fundamental Law, and ever held facred and. ifre= 


‘vocable by the Subjects within the Realm, that what a Man 


has honeltly acquired is abfolutely his-own, which he m 


freely give, but which cannot be taken from him wits 
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vonfent. That. the American Subjects may, therefore, ex- 
clufive of any Confideration of Charter Rights, with a decent 
Firmnefs adapted to the Charaéter of Freemen and Subieéts, 
afiert this natural conftitutional Right.” They add—*‘ That 
* as they have too much Reafon to believe, that the Enemies 
‘ of the Colonies have reprefented them to his Majeity’s Mi- 
‘ nifters, and the Parliament, as faCtious, difloyal, and fhew- 
‘ ing a Difpofition to make them{elves independant of the 
‘ Mother Country, the: have taken Occafion, in the mo 
‘ humble Terms, to aflure his Majefty and his Minifters, 
‘ that, with regard to the People of this Province, and, as 
* they doubt not, of all the Colonies, that Charge is unjuft,’ 
In confequence of this, Governor Bernard laid before the 
Houfe, on the 21ft of June, 1708, the following Requifition : 
‘ it gives greatConcern to his Majefty to find, that the fame 
Moderation which appeared by your Letter to have been a- 
dopted at the Beginning of the Seffion, in a full Afiembly, 
had not continued ; and that initead of that Spirit of Pra- 
dence and Refpect to the Confitution, which feemed at that 

_ Time to. influence the Condu& of a large Majority of the 
Members, a thin Houfe * at the End of the Seffion fhould 
have prefumed to revert to, and refolve upon a Meafure of fo 
inflammatory a Nature as that of writing to the other Colo- 
nies, on the Subject of their intended Reprefentations againtt 
fome late Acts of Parliament. His Majefty confiders this 


tions, to excite an unjuitifiable Oppofition to the conftitu- 
tional Authority of Parliament, and to revive thefe unhap- 
py Divifions and Diftractions, which have operated fo pre- 
Al as 2s. ; i - 7 NTN . ’ ; y 

judicially to the true Intercits of Great-Britain and the Co- 
‘ Jonies. it isthe King’s Pleafure, that fo foon as the General 
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* Court is again affembled, at the Time pxefcribed by the 
‘ Charter, you fhould require of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
‘ in his Majetty’s Name, to refeind the Refolution which wave 
* Birth to the circular Letter from the Speaker, and to declare 
* their Difapprobation of, and Diflent to that rafh and hafty 
¢ Proceeding, His Majefty has the fulleft Reliance upon the 
« Affection of his good Subjects in the Maffachufetts Bay, aml 
‘ has obferved with Satisfaction, that Spirit of Decency, and 
¢ Love of Order, which has difcovered itfelf in the Conduét of 
« the moft confiderable cf its Inhabitants, —If the new Affem- 
* bly fhould refufe to comply with his Majefty’s reafonable 
WAGs © Expetation, 
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“the Houle was counted, and €3 Members were prefent. © Votes ‘of the 


Houle 1768, 
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¢ Expedtation,. it is the King’s Pleafure that you fhould im- 
¢ mediately diflolve them. 


Whiteball, April22, 1768, HILLSBOROUGH? 


This Letter produced univerfal Apprehenfion and Difcon- 
tent not only in the Maffachufetts Bay, but in all America, 
A Demand, attended with a Penalty of Diflolution, feemed a 
Command, not a Requifition, leaving no deliberative or dif- 
cretionary Power in the Affembly ; and the Ground of it being 
a Petition to the King, guarded with a moit explicit Declara- 
tion of the fupreme Legiflative Power of Parliament, it wore 
the fevere and dreadful Appearance of a penal Prohibition a- 
gaint Petitioning. It was in Effect faying, you fhall not even 
prefume to complain; and reducing them below the common 
State of Slavery, in which, if Men complain with Decency, 
they are heard, unlefs their Mafters happen to be Moniters. 
It warmed Moderation into Zeal, and inflamed Zeal. into. 
Rage. Yet flill there appeared a Difpofition to exprefs their 
Grievances in humble Petitions. All the Affemblies on the 
Continent, in Anfwer toa Requifition of fimilar Import to that 
already mentioned, aflerted the Right of the Subject to petiti- 
on for Redrefs of Grievances.~ They joined in Petitions, 
{tating the Impofitions of Taxes upon them without their Con- 
fent, and the Abolition, of Juries in Revenue Caufes, as in- 
tolerable Grievances, from which they prayed Relief. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives of Maflachufetts Bay drew up 
a Letter to the Earl of Hillfborough, Secretary of State, in 
which they vindicate their Conduct from the Afperfions thrown 
upon it in the Governor’s Letters; and add, * [t is an inex- 
¢ preflible Grief to the Pedple of this Province, to find repeat- 
© ed Cenfures falling upon them, not from Minifters of State 
¢ alone, but from Majefty itlelf, grounded on Letters and Ac- 
© cufations from the Governor, a Sight of which, though re- 
‘ peatedly requefted of his Excellency, is refufed. “There is 
© no Evil of this Life, which they fo fenfibly fee!, as the Dif 
‘ pleafure of their Sovereign. It is a Puntihment which they 
« are fure his Majefty will never inflict, but upon a Reprefen- 
: tation of the Juftice of it, from his Servants, in whom he 
© confides. Your Lordfhip will allow the Houfe to appeal to 
¢ your own Candour, upon the Hardfhip of their being made 
‘ to fuffer fo fevere a Misfortune, without their ever being 
© called to anfwer for themfelves, or even made acquainted 
“ with the Matters of Charge alleged againit them , a Right, 
< to which, by the common Rules of Society, founded in the 
¢ eternal Laws of Reafon and Equity, they are juftly ena 
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‘ The Houfe of Reprefentatives of this Province have more 
* than once, during the Adminiftration of Governor Bernard, 
*-been under the Neceffity of entreating his Majefty’s Mini- 
§ fters to fufpend their further Judgment upon fuch Reprefén- 
*« tations of the Temper of the People, and the Conduct of the 
© Afiembly, as they were able to make appear to be injuricus. 
‘ The fame Indulgence this Houfe now beg of your Lordthip ; 
£ and befeech your Lordfhip to patronize them fo far as to 
* make a favourable Keprefentation of their Conduct to the 
‘ King our Severeign: it being the higheft Ambition of this 


« Houfe, and of the People whom they reprefent, to ftand be- — 


© fore his Majefty in their juft Character, of affeCtionate and 
loyal Subjects.’ 

On the roth of June a Seizure was made of a Sloop faftened 
to the Wharf, with an armed Force, and the Seizure carried 
by Violence tothe Man of War. That this Seizure was mace 
eith every Circumftance of Violence and Infult which could 
irritate a Mob, is proved by the Oaths of 13 Eye-Witnedies, 
whofe Credibility has never been impeached, Unhappily the 
Irritation fucceeded but too well. - The Collector and Comp- 
troller who made the Seizure in that Manner, were treated with 
ereat Indignity and perfonal Injury by the Mob*. 

About the fame Time the Captain of the Men of War lying 
gn the Harbour at Bofton, prefied fome Seamen belonging to 
the Town, In Violation of an Act of Parliament for the En- 


courapement of Trade to America, which fays, ** No Mari- ° 


6s ner, or other Perfon, who fhall ferve on board, or be re- 
<< tained to ferve on board; any Privateer, or “Prading. Ship 
¢ or Veflel, that fhall be employed in any Part of America, 
6 nor any Mariner, or Perion, being on Shore in any Part 
¢¢ thereof, fhall be Jiable to be imprefied or taken away, by 
“© any Officer or Officers of or belonging to her Majeity’s 
¢ Ships of War.” | | > 

The Inhabitants of Bofton, to prevent the Tumults which 
might be apprehended from fo dangerous an fnfraction of Law, 
were aflembled, and drew up a Petition to the Governor, 


praying his Interpofition to prevent fuch alarming Outrages. 
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* That the Seizure was unjutt is plain from this, that they were obliged to re- 
ftore the Vefle}, efter detaining her a long Time, not being able to find any Evi- 
dence to fupport a Profeention. The Suits too for enormous Sums againitea 
Number of Perfons, brought in the Court of Admiralty, being found tniupportr 


able, were, aftcr long Continuance, to the great Expence and Trouble of thefe’ 


Perfons, drept, by a Declaration of the King’s Advocate that his Majelty would 
profectite no farther ;—but the pro ecuted could obtain no Cols or Damages, tar 
fo is the Law. 
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he following Words of their Petition will fhew to what 
State of Alarm, Anxiety, and Defpair, thefe Proceedings 
d reduced them. ‘ Dutiful Petitions, fay they, have been 
preferred to our molt gracious Sovereign, to which (tho’ to 
the great Confternation of the People, we now learn they 
have been cruelly and infidioufly prevented from reaching 
the Royal Prefence) we waited to receive a gracious An{wer, 
with the greateft Attention to the Public Peace, until we 
find ourfelves invaded with an armed Force, feizing, im- 
prefling, and imprifoning the Perfons of our Fellow Subjects, 
contrary to exprefs Acts. of Parliament. Menaces have been 
thrown out fit only for Barbarians, which already affect us 
in the moft fenfible Manner, and threatens us with Famine 
and Defolation, as all Navigation is obfiructed, upon which 
alone our whole Suppert depends, and the Town is at this 
Crifis in a Situation nearly fuch as if War were formally 
declared again® it, | : i 
¢ To contend againft our Parent State is, in our Idea, the 
moft fhocking and dreadful Extremity ; but tamely to re- 
linquifh the only Security we and our Pofterity retain of the 
Enjoyment of our Lives and Properties, without one Strug- 
gle, is fo humiliating and bafe, that _we cannot fupport the 
Reflection. We apprehend, Sir, that it.is in your Option, 
in your Power, and we would hope in your Inclination, to 
revent this diftreffed and juftly incenfed People from effects 
_ing too much, or from the Shame and Reproach of attempt= 
‘ ing.too Jittle.’ | | | 
. The Riot upon the Seizure of. the Sloop was, exaggerated 
into Treafon and Rebellion. . The Commiffioners fled from 
the Town in pretended Fear of their Lives; Affidavits were 
taken in fecret and ex parte, and the Comptroller Mr. Hollo- 
well was difpatched Home, to give Adminiitration the.moft 
horrible Idea of the People.. Governor Bernard’s Letters to 
the Secretary of State centained a direct Charge of Treafon 
againt Forty Perfons, not one of whom was profecuted, be- 
caufe the whole was a Forgery, calculated to meet the Change 
of Syftem which Governor Bernard has fince informed us, they 
then knew had taken place at London, and encourage the 
sigorous Meafures which the new Syftem was to purfue. 
Unhappily it fucceeded tao well. ‘Troops were fent to 
Bofton, where they landed the 1ft of O&ober 1768. Buta 
Difficulty .now arofe, about. quartering the Troops in the 
Town contrary toan Act of. Parliament... Tae Governor, 
ceioiehig* 3 ' however, 
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however, foon determined to cut the Knot he could hot untié. 
He therefore iffued a Commiffion, to difpenfe with the Law 
and eftablith Quarters for the Troops in the Town: I fpeak 
from his own Letter. | | : 

Thus the People faw two Aéts of Parliament, made for their 
Protection, wantonly and with Impunity violated ; while thofe 
which were to their Feelings highly unjuft and oppreffive, 
were to be rigoroufly executed with a Military Force. Nothing 
could be devifed more irritating, except the Manner in which 
the quartering the Soldiers was executed. They filled the Ge- 
neral’ Affembly Room, the Court Houfe, and Fanueil Hall, 
where the Town. Meetings were aflembled. When the Ge- 
neral Affembly met, the main Guard was planted with a Num- 
ber of Field Pieces at, and pointed into the very Door of the 
Affembly Houfe, Every Species of Infult and Outrage was, 
as if purpofely, practifed to drive the People into fome violent 
A&s, which fhould juftify the letting loofe the Military upon 
them. ° Ph see ite . 

In confequence of the various Violations of thofe Laws 
which fhould have protected them, the Minds of the People 
were in the moft dangerous State of Alarm and Agitation. 
To prevent the deftructive Commotions which might be ap- 
prehended from fuch a Difpofition, the moderate and well dif- 
pofed Inhabitants of Botton petitioned the Governor to call an 
Afiembly, that the popular Turbulence might be quieted by 
their Confidence in and Refpedt for their own Legiflature, 
The Governor, however, thought proper to refufe them this 
Relief; they therefore fummoned a Convention of Deputies 
from the different Townfhips, asthe only Means of compofing 


the Agitation of Men’s Minds, (from which they otherwifs 


expected the worft Confequences,) by their Confidence in 
Perfons deputed by themfelves, to enter into a wife and cool 
Confideration of their Grievances,-and the conftituticnal 
Means of obtainitg Redrefs. ‘The Sele@ Men of Bofton have 
exprefled thefe Motives in the following Paflage of their cir- 
cular Letter :—* Deprived of the Counfels of a General Af= 


‘ fembiy in this dark and difficult Seafon, the loyal Peonle of | 


this Province will, we are perfuaded, immediately perceive 
the Propriety and Utility of the propofed Committee of 
Conyention, and the found and’ wholefome Advice that may 
~be-expected from a Number of Gentlemen chofen by them- 
felves, and in whom they may repofe the greateft Confidence, 
muft tend to the real Service of our moft, gracious Sovereign, 
and the Welfare of his Subjects in this Rrovince, and may 
happily prevent any fudden and unconnected’ Meafures, 
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« which, if their prefent Anxiety, and even 1 Agony of Mind, 
‘ they may bein Danger of falling into.’ 

The Convention met on the 22d of September 1768, and 
drew up an humble Petition to his Majefty, imploring Relief. 
¢ With great Sincerity fay they, permit us to affure your Ma- 
“ jeity, that Sin’ Subjects of this Province, of which we area 
‘ Part, ever have acknowledged and fill continue to acknow- 
vie your Majefty’s High Court of Parliament the fupreme 
Legi ilative Power of the whole Empire. ° The fuperintend- 
ing Av:thority of which is clearly admitted in all Cafes that 
can confift with the fundamental Rights of Nature, and the 
Conititution to which your Majefty’ s happy Subjects in all 


Parts of your Empire conceive they havea jutt and equitab ble 


a 


an an A 


Ai 

‘ Ibis therefore with the dbépiet Concern that your humble 
‘ Suppliants would reprefeat to your Majefty, that your Par- 
*‘ hament, the ReCtitude of-whofe Intentiohs is never to be 
‘ queftioned, has thought proper to pafs divers A@s, impoling 
‘axes on your Majelty’ s Subjects in America, with the fole 
and ex cprefs Purpofe of raifing a Revenue. If your Majefty’s 
Subjects here fall be atin of .the Honour and Privilege 
of voluntarily contributing their Aid to you Majetty in fup- 
porting your Government and Authority in the Province, 
and defending and fecuring your Rights and Territories in 
America, which they have “aly ways hitherto done with the 
utmoit Chearfulnefs: [fthefe A€ts of Parliament fhall remain 
in Force; and your Majeity’s Commons in Great Britain 
« fhall continue to exercife the Power of granting the Property 
of their Fellow Subjects in this Province, your People muft 
then regret their unhappy: Fate; 1 in having only the Name 


left of fee's Subjects.’ 


_ The Troops which’ had. landed a¢ Bofton without the leaft 
Oppofition, determined, as it was natural to expet, to make 
the Difturbance they were difappointed i in not finding. “‘Phey 
offered a Variety of Infults to the peaceable Inhabitants, and 
one of their Ullicers was detected in attempting to excite the 
Negroes to rebel; till at lait a Party of Soldiers under the. 
Command of Captain Prefton, fired upon the People on the 
th of March 1769, killing Six, and wounding many more. 
So intolerable an Outrage affembled the People, who were fo 
much incenfes, that it was thought prudent for the Troops to 
evacuate the Pash : 
The Removal of the Troops reftored the Tranquillity. of 
the Town and the Good-humour of the People, the. principal 


of whom exerted themfelves to-palliate the Condua of. Captai 
C Prefton, 
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Prefton, and obtain for him a favourable Trial. To this End, 
he was tried fog ately from the Soldiers, and ke was acquitted, 
becaufe no Evidence could depofe that they heard him give 
Orders to fire.—Indced, the Noife of the Tumult was fo great, 
that if he had piven eu Orders, which he denied, none ‘conlal 
have heard him but the Soldiers among whom he ftood.——» 
When the Soldiers came to be tried, they pleaded the Orders 
of their Captain, which they durft not difobey. And on the 
Belief of this asa Truth, the humane Jury acquitted them aifo, 
An Inftance of great Temper and Equity in a People fo exaf- 
perated. 
It was not however intended that the Quiet of the Town 
ae and Province fhould continue long. New Modes of Irritation 
were applied, to drive the People into Violence and Defoair. 
a . up Robinfon, one of the Go ymmifioners who had a attempted 
affafiinate Mr. Otis, was titpatened to England immediately 
a the Affair of the 5th of i March, with a Cale faid to be oe 
fas ‘of Captain Prefton, though directly repugnant to what he had 
at} -publifhed under his own Hand, ‘This Cafe had been a 
: drawn up, and was fecretly tranfmitted. The Purpofe of it 
7 ‘was to throw the Charge of being the Agegreflors upon the 
People, and that the Soldiers fired upon them in their own De- 
fence, and to fave the Cuftcm Hou‘e from being plundered. 
| ‘This Statement was accompanied by Minutes of Council fram- 
af _ ed by the Secretary himfelf, and fecretly fworn to, m. which 
4 one of his Majefty’s Council was reprefented, as declaring that 
there had been a premeditated Defign and Plan of a general | 
Infurrection formed by the People, of which this Atrack upon 
the Guard was the firft Step. Abfurd as it was to fuppofe 
that the People had planned and began to execute an Infur- 
rection, and yet not a Man appear in Arms, for nofuch Thing 
was pretended, {til the Example of the Succefs and Impunity 
with which Governas Bernard had accufed them fpecifically of 
‘Treafon, without being able to prove a ‘Little of it, was 
enough to enceurage So overnor Hutchinfon, and his Brother- 
in- law the Secretary, to repeat a fimilar Charge om this Occafi- 
on, which they knew would operate for the Time, and being 
made fecretly, they trufted it would not be known,.fo as 
to meet a Refutation.. Mr. Commiffoner Robinfon arrived in 
‘London, and his State, &c. was circulated through the Mi- 
niftry and Members of Parliament, and, Cupported by his per- 
fonal Applications, Pansiee them againft the Province. In the , 
‘mean Time, the Town proceeded to dfaw up their Narrative 
of the Affair founded upon Affidavits taken openly, with 4 
Notice given to all Perfons concerned to attend and crofs-exa- | 
mine 
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mine the. Witneffes. Upon this open and fair Enquiry, it 
appeared by the Teftimony of near an Hundred Perfons, that 
the Soldiers were the Agereflors, having fired upon the People 
without fufScient Provocation, and without the Intervention 
of, or even application to the civil Magiftrate. 

It was not until Odtober 1770, that the Reprefentation and 
Afaidavit of their Secretary, Mr. Oliver, reached his Majeity’s 
Council at Befton, ina Pamphlet which had been publified in 


of March 1769, and accufe the People. The Member to 
whom he had imputed the Words, which were calculated to 
convey the Idea of an Infurrection having been planned by 
the People, publicly made Oath, that the Secretary had mif- 
reprefented his Words, and that he never knew, or heard, or 
even thought of any fuch Plan. Tne other Members ef Coun- 
cil who were prefent alfo made Oath, that Mr. Oliver’s 
Account was a Mifreprefentation; and the Council came 
unanimoufly to the following Refolutions:. ° That Andrew 
« Oliver, Efq; Secretary of this Province, by fecretly taking 
« Minutes at Council; of what was faid by the Members of 
the Council, in their Debates, alfo by figning a Paper con- 
* taining thofe Minutes, and further, by giving his Depofi- 
“ tion to the Truth of it, has, in each and ail thofe inflances, 
« aéted inconfiftent with the Duty of bis Oiice, and théreby 
© is guilty of a Breach of Truitt.’ 

Mr. Oliver, thus ftigmatized, was foon after appointed 
-LLiewtenant Governor of the Province. Unhappily this wore 
the Appearance of rewarding for his Treachery to the Council 
and his Enmity to the People, which tended neceflarily to 
diminith the Confidence and Refpect due to Goverument, 
aid to fpread Difcontent through the Provinces. 
~ Qn the 19th of May 1770, Governor Hutchinfon held the 
Affembly at, Cambridge, obliging them to quit Boften, where 
all the public Records and Conveniences for carrying on Bu- 
finefs, were lodged. The Two Houfes: remonfirated againit 
‘this, not only as highly inconvenient and diftrefling to them, 
and an Embarrafiment ta public Bulinels, but an Infringe- 
ment of their chartered Rights, Notwithfanding this, tne 
Afiembly was continued there for Two Sefiions without any 
Reafon being given but mere Will/and Pleafure (fignifed im 
“In@ruGions from the Minifter) and then. it’ was adjourned to 
Botton, not as an AG of Gracioufneis, butof Caprice. It was 
impoffible but that fuch Proceedings mult have irritated 
| | C2 per’ Men’s 
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London, to juftify the Proceedings of the Military onthe sth. 
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Men’s Minds, and raifed among all Ranks of Peoplea Spirit of 
Difcontent and Difruk *, 

The Proceedings in Enoland were not more conciliating. 

Governor Bernard had, by various falfe and inflammatory 
Reprefentations, concentered upon the Province the whole 
Force of royal and parliamentary Indignation. He. had ex- 
prefsly accufed certain Perfons of a treafonable Defign, their 
Names, as he pretended, being enrolled for the Purpofe, to 
feize the Caftle and turn it againft the King’s Troops. 

Vhis Intelligence produced the following Addrefs from the 
Houfe of Lerds to the King, on the 15th of December 1768, 
concurred in by the Commons on the oth of February 1769. 

‘ As we conceive, that nothing can be more immediately 
‘ neceflary, eilher for the Maintenance of his Majefty’s Au- 
thority in the faid Province, or from guarding his Majetky’s 
‘ Subjets therein from being further deluded by the Arts of 
wicked defroniag Men, than to proceed in the moft fpeedy 
‘and effectual Manner for bringing to condign Punifhment 
‘ the chief Authors and Inftieators of the late Diforders, to 
“ befeech his Majefly, that he will be gracioufly pleafed to 
‘ diredt his’ Majefty’s Governor of Maflachufetts Bay to take 
the moft cffectual [Methods for procuring the fulleft Infor- 
‘ mation that can be obtained touching all: Treafons, or Mif- 
prittons of Treafon, committed within his Government fince 
the 30th Day of December lait, and to tranfmit the fame, 
* together with the Names of the Perfons who were the moft 
‘ active in the Commifion of 'fuch Offences, to One of his 
Majefty’s. principal Secretaries of State, in order that hi 
Majefty may iffue a {pecial Commiflion for enquiring of, 
hearing and determining the faid Offences within this 
‘ Realm, purfuant to the Provifions of the Statute of the a5th 
« Year of the Reign of King Henry the Eighth, if his Majefty 
‘ fhall, upon receiving the faid Information, fee fufficient 
© Ground for fuch a Proceeding,’ ; 





ot 


* The Afflembly of South Carolina was about the fame Time removed from 
Charleftown to. Port Royal, a remote Place unfit to accommodate them. This 
Method of harraffing Aflemblies into the Meafures of a Miniltry, feems bor- 
rowed from the favourite Minifter of Henry III. who, ‘to work his Ends (as 
* Gafcoign tells us) caufed the Parliament to fit in villébus et remotis partibus 
‘ regni, where few People, propter defecum hofpitit et viGualium, could attend, 
‘ and by fhifting that Affembly from Place to Place to enforce (in the Author’s 
© Words) iflos paucos qui remanchunt de communitate regri, coycedere regi quamvis 
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His) MAF ES T Y's Anfwer was: 

¢ J fhall not fail to give thofe Orders which you recom- 
« mend as the moft effectual Method of bringing the Authors 
* of the late unhappy Diforders in that Province to condign 
© Punifhment.’ 

But Governor Bernard thus armed with all the Powers of 
Government, was unable to fubftantiate his Accufation againft 
a fingle Perfon, The Purpofes however for which the Accu- 
fation was devifed were fully anfwered. An Odium had been 
fixed. upon the People, a military Force had been fent, which 
promifed to create the very Rebellion he had falfely declared to 
exift, for the Purpofe of procuring that Force. 

The Manner in which he proceeded in his Endeavours’ to 
ftir up Refiftance and create Diforders, is thus deferibed in the 
Warrative of the Town, and which he has never been able to 
contradidt. | | | Ri) ) | 
¢ Governor Bernard, without confulting the Council, having 
given up the State-Houfe to the Troops at their Landing, 
‘ they took Poffeffion of the Chambers where the Reprefenta- 
© tives of the Province and the Courts of Law held their Meet- 
‘ ings; and (except the Council Chamber) of all other Parts 
« of that Houfe;' in which they continued a confiderable Time, 
to the great Annoyance of thofe Courts while they fat, and 
© of the Merchants and Gentlemen of the Town, who had al- 
ways made the lower Floor of it their Exchange. They had 
a Right fo tode, as the Property of it was. in the ‘Town ; 
‘ but they were deprived of that Right by mere Power.— The 
faid Governor foon after, by every Stratagem and Method, 
¢ but a forcible Entry, endeavoured to get Pofleffion of the 
‘ Manufactory-Houle, to make a Barrack of it forthe Troops ; 
¢ and for that Purpofe caufed it to be befieged by the ‘T’roops, 
and the People in it to be ufed very cruelly ; which extraor- 
‘ dinary Proceedings created univerfal Uneatinefs, arifing from 
« the Apprehenfion that the Troops, under the Influence of 
‘ fuch a Man, would be employed to effect the moft dange- 
rous Purpofes; but failing of that, other Houfes were pro- 
cured, in which, contrary to Act cf Parliament, he caufed 
the Troops to be quartered. After their Quarters were thus 
fettled, the Main Guard was pofted at One of the faid 
Houfes, directly oppofite to, and not Twelve Yards from 
‘ the State-Houfe, (where the General Court and all the Law 
Courts for the County were held) with two Field Pieces 
pointed to the Stare-Houfe. ‘This Situation of the Main 
Guard and Field Pieces feemed to indicate an Attack upon 
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the Conftitution, and a Defiance of Law ; and to be intend- - 
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< ed to affront the legiflative and executive Authority of the 
§-Provinee.’ 

The General Court, at the firft Seffion after the Arrival of 
the Troops, viewed it in this Light, and applied to Governor 
Bernard to remove fuch an Offence, but to no Purpefe. Dif- 
gufted at {uch an Indignity, and at the Appearance of. being 
under Durctle, they refufed to do Bufinefs in fuch a Situation, 
‘and were removed toanother Place, tothe great Inconvenience 
of the Members. 

Befides ah: the challenging the Inhabitants by Cer:inels 
pofted in all Parts of the Towa, eceafioned many fla 
and great Unealinefs. It was fully proved againit Capta 
Wilfon of the goth Regiment, that "he was exciting the Ne- 
groes of the Town to take away their Mafter’s Liv ‘es and Pro- 
perty, and repairto the Army for Provectior.. ‘To thefe were 


4 


added various Outrages, fuch as the Soldiers attacking and in- 
fulting the Maciftrates of the Town, refcuing rhein. Fellows 
from ‘the Peace Of meers, firing loaded Mutkets in the Streets 
to the ine Alarm and Dan ager of the peaceabl e Innabitants, 
and wounding Perfons frequently and wantonly with their 
Bayonets and ‘Cutlaffes. , 

Thefe. Infults and Quitrages did not, however, produce tt ne 
Infurretion that was withed; but an humble Petition from 
the etd A hel of, the People to his Majefty againft the 
Author of all thofe Evils, Governor Bernard. 

This Petition was voted the 2 a7th of June 1769. The Go- 
vernor. prorogued the Affemb! ty o January roth, 1770, and 
came over to ‘England. On the 25th of Otober, he prefent- 
‘ed a Petition to bring the Charges againit him to a Fearing. 
In the mean time Ouders were fent to the Lieutenant de eae 
nor, Mr.°Hutchinfon, to prorogue the Atfembly to the 14t 
of March, which was Gone accordingly. Notwithfanding : 
Agent reprefented the Impofibility of the Affembly ev 
knowin 2 that their Petition was to be heard, much lefs ones 
qnitting “Evidence in Su pport of the AHegations it contained, 
ghat this impofiibi lity was created by the very Perfon accufed, 
and who, in the lace of that, called upon them te fadpott 
‘their Charge, to which the Hh derssecd dee an humble Prayer, 
that the Hearing might be deferred till convenient Time was 
given for the Meeting of the Afflembly and Tranfmiffion of E- 
yidence: Yet the Petition was ordere d perempterily to a EHear- 
‘ing on the 28th of February, when, in Default of Evidence, 
‘the feveral Charges 1 init were declared groundlefs, vexatious, 
and feandalous ;' and that the petitioning could only be with a 
View of keeping up a Spirit of Clamour “and Difcontent in the 
faid Province. ‘Thus 
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Thus the People had the Grief and Mertification to find, 
that whether they were the Accufers or the Accufed, they were 
fure of being cenfured and condemned. This Man had been 
infrumental in bringing upon them the Odium of Difaflecuon 
and Rebellion; he had fhut the Ear of the King and Parlia- 


/ 


ment againft their Applications for Redrefs of Grievances ; he 
had contributed to the having a military Force fent to dragoon 


them; he had, in Violation of an exprefs Act of Parliament, | 


quartered thofe Troops in their Town, with every Circam- 


fiance of Infolence and Outrage; he had fubjected them to the 


intolerable Opprefiion of being dragged ‘dhree Thoufand 
Miles, upon mere Sufpicion, to ftruggle for their Lives and 
Property, without Friends and without Witnefles, againft all 
the Force of minifterial Profecution. Yet it was conceived 
that to petition againdt fuch a Man could only flow from fac- 
tious Motives, and becaufe his own Agency in proroguing the 
Affembly rendered it impofible they fnould even know it was 
required of them to fupport their Charges againit him, thofe 
Charges were pronounced groundlefs and malicious. With 
the Feelings of Men they could not but be fenfibly affeGted by 
thefe Proceedings, which, to fpeak in the Language of the 
Poet, preaching to Stones would make them capable. 


To heighten the Colouring of thefe Tranfactions, Orders 


were fent in 1771 to the Governor, to refufe his Affent to any 
Tax Bill which fhould inclade the Commiflioners of Cuftoms. 
Thefe Gentlemen, whofe officious and incendiary Zeal againft 
that Country had raifed them to Office, were to be diftinguifh- 
ed more than the firft Men in this Country, by an Exemption 
frora fharing in the common Burdens of the Community. 

In 1772, the Judges’ Salaries were ordered to be paid out 
of the extorted Revenue, and not by Grants from the Repre- 
fentatives of the People, as had been the conftant Ufage. 
Nothing could alarm the People more than this Eftablifhment, 
as it ffruck at once at the very Root of. the impartial Admini- 
{tration of Juftice. The Inhabitants of Bofton fay, in their 
Addrefs to the Governor, that ‘ as the Judges hold their 
« Places during Pleafure, this Eftablifhment was big with the 
« moft fatal Evils.’ 

Both Governor Bernard and Governor Hutchinfon had re- 
peatedly reprefented the Difcontent and Oppofition, as arifing 
from a factious Few in Boften; and that the Province in ge- 
neral were averfe to their Meafures, and fatished with their 
Situation. To afcertain the general Sentiments of the Peo- 
ple, a Committee was appointed at Bofton, to reprefent their 
Senfe of Grievances to the reft of the Townthips, and take their 

Opinion 
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Opinion upon them. This was accordingly done, the 2d of 
November 1772. The reft of ‘the Towns concurred moft 
unanimoufly in the fame Sen{é of Grievances, and Defire of 
having them redreffed, 

On. the 6th of January 1773, Governor Hutchinfon, in his 
Speech to the Two Houfes of Affembly, challenges them to a 
Controverfy upon the fupreme legiflative Authority of Parlia- 


r 


ment. “Phe Aflembly, in their An{wer, take up the Queffion 
as a Point of Argument and Speculation, refuting his Argus 
ments, and controverting his Conclufions.. It was a Queftion, 
which, of themfelves, they had never ventured to agitate, and 
they entered into it now when publicly provoked to it, with 
avowed Relu&tance.—* We have the higheft Refpeét,’ fay 
they, for that augutt Body the Parliament, and do not pre- 
‘ fume to prefcribe the exa& Limits of its Authority. Yer, 
‘ with the Deference that is due to it, we are humbly of 
‘ Opinion, that as all human Authority, in the Nature of it, 
‘ is and ought to be limited, it cannot conftitutionally extend, 
‘ for the Reafons we have above fuggetted, to the levying of 
‘ Taxes in any Form on_ his Majefty’s Subjeéts of this Pros 
“vince. ‘Thefe are great and profound Queitions. It is the 
‘ Grief of this Houfe, that by the ill Policy of alate injudicious 
* Adminiftration, America has been driven into the Contem- 
* plation of them. And we cannot but exprefs our Concern, 
© that your Excellency by your Speech has reduced us to the 
© unhappy Alternative, either of appearing by your Silence to 
* acquiefce in your Excellency’s Sentiments, or of thus freely 
‘ difcuffing this Point.’ : 

The moft charitable ConfruGion of this Condu& in the 
Governor is, that it was prompted by indifereet Zeal; the 
molt probable Conje@ture is, that it was a Snare laid for the 
‘Two Houfes to draw them into fuch a Denial of the fupreme 
legiflative Authority of this Country, as might expofe them to 
its utmoft Indignation. Whether it arofe from Malice or In- 
difcretion,. mot certainly it was courting the Difcuffion of a 
Queftion which Common Senfe and Common Honefty would 
have withed to cover with a facred and impenetrable Veil. 
Butthe Two Houfes, though compelled into the Difcuffion of 
the Right as a {peculative Point, had no Idea of drawing it 
into Queition practically. Borin March following, the Houfe 
of Reprefentatives tranfmitted a Letter to the Secretary of 


State, in which they thus flate the Exercife of that Power, 


which was queftionable as to the Right and grievous in its 
Operation. 
Sours 
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< Your Lordfhip is well acquainted with the feveral A&s, 
by which the Bricifh Parliament have thought proper withix 
a few Years paff, to raife a Revenue ia America, without out 
Confent. “he many and weighty Reafons againft, and Ob- 
rections to thofe Adts, are fo well known and underftood by 
your Lordfhip, that we fhall not take of your Attention 
to the great Affairs of the Nation, by particularly mention- 
ing them at this Time: We only beg Leave to fay that we 
dpprebend they tend to injure our Commerce and fubvert out 
Liberties, and therefore are unjuft, impolitic, and deftructive 
of the real Intereft of the whole Empire,’ 

The fame Vemper and Moderation appears in the Letter 
addreffed by both Houfes to the Marl of Dartmouth. 
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Province of the Mafachufetis Bay, fune 29th, 1773. 


My Lorn*, 


¢ The Re-eftablifament of the Union and Harmony that 
formerly fubfifted between Breat Britain and her Colonies is 
earneftly to be wifhed by the Friends of both. As your. 
Lordfhip is one of them, the Two Houfes of the Affembly of 
this Province beg leave to addrefs you. ‘The original Caufes 
of the Interruption of that Union and Harmony may pro- 
bably be found in the Letters fent from hence to Admini- 
tration, and to other Gentlemen of Influence in Parliament, 
fince the Appointment of Sir Francis Bernard to the Go- 
vernment of this Province; and there is great Reafon to 
apprehend, that he and his Ceadjutors originally recom- 
mended and laid the Plans for the eftablifhing the American 
Revenue, out of which they expected large Stipends and 
Appointments for thenifelves, and which, through their In- 
ftrumentality, has been the Occafion of all the Evils that 
have fince taken place. 
© When we bad humbly addreffed his Majefty, and petitioned 
both Houfes.of Parliament, reprefenting our Grievances, and 
praying for the Repeal of the Revenue Adts, the like Inftru- 
ments, and probably the fame, exerted themfelves to prevent 
thofe Petitions being laid before his Majefty and the Parlia- 
ment, or to fruftrate the Prayer of them. Of this we have 
juft had fome new and unexpeéted Evidence from original 
Letters of Governor. Hutchinfon and Lieutenant-Governor 
Oliver; in which the former particularly and exprefsly, by 
D ¢ his , 
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* The Right Hon, the Eayl of Dartmouth, 








\ 
Q 
bf 
f 





A ek # a 0 .& & AR A A A 


A .e - A A A.A 


a 


"AOA ON A AA 


EE RPP GE EE PE COLE 
<i fh ee ee ae Be aie a I eres Pes 


2 gece 





[ 367 


his Letter’of the roth of December 1768, endeavoured, in 
Co-operation with Governor Bernard, va fruftrate a Petition 
of a number of the Council for the Re pealing thofe Ads, 
and to procure his Majefty’s Cenfure on the Petitioners ; 


,and. the peel ers of the latter, by the difadvantageous Idea 


conveyed by them of tne Pwo Houfes of Affembly, manifeftly 
ten dele to Pay a gah acaintt oie Petitions coming 
froma Body of fucl a Charaéer ; and his Letter of the 
ith of May 568 in aerueuls ae mentions the Petition of the 
Houfe of R eprefentatives to his K Majefty, and their Letters to- 
divers noble Lords, with fuch Circumftances as had a TVen- 
deucy to defeat the Petition, and render the Letters of no 
Effect, 
‘ It is now manifeft, my Lord, what Practices and Arts 
have been ufed to miflead UE both in the firft 
Propofal of Aimerican Revenue A&s, and in the Coutinu- 
ance of them: But when they | Baa loft their Force, and 
there appeared, under the Influence ef out Lordfhip, a Dif- 
pofition in Parliament to repeal thofe Acts, his Excellency 
Governor Hutchinfon, in bis Speech at the Opening of the 
laft Seflion of the General Court, was pleafed to throw out 
new Matter for Contention and Dewars and to call on the 
Two Houfes in fuch a prefling Manner as amounted to lit- 
tle fhort of a Challenge to anfwer him. In fuch a Dilemma 
were they brought by the Speech, that they were under a 
Neceflity of giving fuch Anfwers to it as they did, or hav- 
ing their Conduct conftrued into an Acquiefcence with the 
Dogtrines contained in it, which would have been an im- 
plicit Acknowledgment that the Province was in a State of 
Subjection differing very little from Slavery. The Anfwers 
we the Effeét of Neceflity, and this Neceflity occafioned 
great Grief tothe Two Houfes. The People of this Pro- 
vince, my Lord, are true and faithful Subjeds of his Ma- 
jefty, and think them{elves happy in their Conne@tion with 
Great Britain. 

« They would rejoice at the Reftoration of the Harmony 
and Good Will that once fubfifted between the Parent State 
and them: But it is in vain to expe&t this Happinefs during 


the Continuance of their Grievances, and while their Char- 


ter Rights, one after another, are wrefted from them. Among 
thefe Rights is the fupporting of the Officers of the Crown 
by Grants from the Affembly ; ; and in an efpecial Manner, 
the fupporting of the Judges in the fame W ay, on whofe 
udement the Province is dependent in the moft important 
Cafes, of Life, Liberties, and Property. If Warrants have 
. | ‘ not 
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not yet been, or if they already have been illued, we earnefily 
beg the Favour of your Lordthip’s Interpofition ta fupprefs 
orrecal them. Jf your Lardfbip fhould condefcend ta af what 
arethe Means of refloring the Harmony fa much defired, we jbould 
anfwer in a Word, that we are humbly of Opin on, if Things 
were brought to the general State in which they flocd at the Con-~ 
clufion of tbe late War, it would reflore the Pappy Harmony 
which at that Time fubjifted. | 
¢ Your Lordfhip’s Appointment to be Principal Secretary of 
State for the American Department bas given the Cofonies 
the highef Satisfaction, They think it a happy Omen, and 
that it will. be produ@tive of American Tranquility, con- 
fiftent with their Rights as Britith Subjects. The Two 
oufes humbly hope for your Lordthip’s influence to bring 
about fo happy an Event, and in the mean time they can 
with full Confidence rely on your Lordthip, that the Machi- 
nations’of Sir Francis Bernard, and other known Enemies of 
the Peace of Great Hritdin and her Colonies, will not be fur- 
fered to prevent or delay it. . 
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_* This Letter which has been agreed on by both Houfes, 13 


in their Name, and by their Order, figned and tranfmitted to 
your Lordthip, by, My Lorp, 


Your Lordfhip’s moft obedient, 
and very humble Servant, 


(COPY.) THOMAS FLUCKER, Secretary.’ 


In the mean time the Reprefentatives of the People have 


omitted no Opportunity of laying their Griefs at the Foot of 
the Throne, with the mo humble Supplications for Relief. 
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Their Petition to the King in 1772 fpeaks thus :—‘ The In- 
habitants of this Province had long fhared in the Bleflings of 
good Government under the mild Adminifration of your 


Majefty and your royal Predeceflors, until your Britifh Par- 


liament faw fit to pafs divers Adts for the exprefs Purpofe of 
raifing a Revenue in America, without the Confent of your 
Subje@s inhabiting therein. It was this that filled ‘the 
Minds of your Subje&s of this Province with Difcontent ; 
being grieved that your Majefty’s Council fhould advife to a 
Meafure, which in a great Degree deprives them of the 
Rights and Liberties of free and natural Subjects granted to 
them by the Charter. The Houle of Reprefentatives did, 
inthe Year 17608, demonftrate to your Majefy this grievous 
i 


Infrattion of their deareft Rights of Englifhinen. Our 
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‘ Hearts are too deeply imprefled with Loyalty and Affeétion 
\ * to your Majefty’s Perfon and Family to Imagine, that a 
‘ Faure of the Redrefs. then prayed for, can be imputed to + 
“any Want of paternal Regard in your royal Mind for all 
| ‘ your Subjects. It becomes us rather to fuppofe, that the 
| ‘ Petition and Complaint, uniortunately for us, did not reach 
€ the Throne.’ 

‘They repeat the fame Subje& of Complaint in their Petition 
of 1773, in thele Words: * The Parliament of Great-Bri- 
* tain, in which your Subjects here are not and cannot be re- 
prefented, hath exercifed a Power of raifing a Revenue with- 
in the Province, to the great Grief and Diitrefs of your Ma- 
jefty’s People, and, we conceive, in Repugnance to the 
Royal Charter. Your Petitioners did, at the latt Sefion of 
this Aflembly, make their humble Supulication to your Ma- 
jetly, preying the Interpofition of your royal Clemency for 
the Redrefs of their Grievances ; but we know not whether 
our Petition was ever laid before your Majetiy.’ 

Befides the Caufes of Uneafinefs and Irritation already men - 
ie _ tioned, fundry InfiruGions have been fent to the Governor of 
ae this Province, fince the Year 1790, which tended to keep the 
People in continual Alarm and Difcontent. ‘Phe Nature of 
thefe Inftructions is fully explained in the following Extraét, 
frora a Letter of, ‘the Houfe of Reprefentatives, to the Earl of 

i Dartmouth. f 
© We cannot refrain from exprefing our ftrongeft Appre- 
‘ henfions, that the Inftructions which’ have of late been given 
* to the Governor by the Miniftry, if perfifted in, will entire- 
‘S ly deitroy our Liberties; and f{ubvert our happy Conftituti- 
“on. In purfuance of Inftrudtions, the Garrifon of our prins 
© cipal-Fortrefs, Caftle William, has been withdrawn, anda 
-€ Garrifon of his Majefty’s regular Troops, over whom the 
§ Governor has declared he has no Centroul, placed in their 
‘ Stead. By this Means the Governor has no longer that 
-6 Command of this Fortrefs, which he is vef@ed with by the 

Royal Charter. Upon this Occafion we would-refer it to 
~¢ your Lordihip’s Confideration, whether the Eftablifhment of 
‘© the Office, and Power of a Mihtary Commander in Chief, 
not fubordinate to, but independent of, uncontreuled bys 
and in fome Inflances fuperfeding the: Power and Authorities 
already granted to the Governors and Captains General of 
the Provinces, with a Jurifdiction extending over the whole 
Continent of Ameiica, is not repugnant to Law, and to the 
Principles of. Prudence and found Policy ; and muft not be 
very. alarming to all thofe who have any Regard for the Li« 
berties of the Conftitution,. eieher of Great-Britain or of the 


‘ Colonies. © By 
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« By virtue of Infructions, the Hénourable his Majefty’s 
Council are forbid to meet and tranfact Matters of a Public 
Concern, as a Council of Advice to the Governor, unlefs 
called by the Governor; and if they fhould fo meet at any 
Time, the Governor is ordered to Negative them at the 
next Election. . 

¢ Notwithftanding the Charter fully authorifes and empow- 
ers the General,Court to impofe and levy proportionable and 
reafonable Rates and Taxes upon the Eftates and Perfons of 
all and every the Proprietors and Inhabitants of the Province, 
yet the Governor has been Infiructed not to give his Con- 
fent to any Law or Laws, by which the Commiffioners, or 
any Perfon employed in the King’s Service, whofe Offices 
have no peculiar Relation to this Province, fhall be taxed. 
This we conceive is repugnant to the Privilege granted by 
Charter, which makes the general Court the only proper 
Judges, who are to be exempted from ‘Taxes.—-—-By in- 
itruction .alfo, the Governor is forbid to give his Confent, 
upon any Pretence whatever, to any Vote or Order for the 
Payment of any Salary or Allowance to any Perfon or Per- 
fons appointed to negotiate the Affairs of the Province in 
Great-Britain, other than fuch as fhall be thereunto ap- 
pointed by an Act of the whole Legiflacure, or by a Vote of 
the Houfe of Reprefentatives, to.which the Governor and 
Council refpeétively have given their Concurrence. Of 
what Service can {uch an Agent be to the Province, efpeci- 


ally while Matters which fo nearly affect the very Funda- 


mentals of the Conftitution are in Difpute. For if he muft 
F3 ‘, £ 4 
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ceive his Infiructions from all the Branches of the Legifla- 
igen vas 


may, and undoubtedly will be infiited on, can it be 
they will agree in a Set of Inftructions in our pre- 
fet critical Situation ? Ff is fheuld be faid that either Branch 
would have a Right to infiradt the Agent feparately, yet it 

tially if the Agent be equally obliged to 
purfue his Inffructions from eacn Branch, that in the moft 
important Matters the Infructions will be various and con- 


trediGory, which muft torally deprive us of any Beneft from 


& 


nh 
a 
r 


his Agency, in all fuch Cafes. In thort, it is defeating us. 


of every. valuable Purpoie, as we conceive, that might ac- 
crue to the Province by an Agent at the Court of Great- 
Britain. Moreover, with fuch an Agent, under the Durec- 
tion of the three Branches, will it not be utterly impractica- 
ble for the Affembly ever to lay before their Sovereign their 
Complaints againft the corrupt and arbitrary Adminittration 
ofa Governor? Self-defence, my Lord, whether itregard In- 
dividuals or Bodies of Men; is the fir Law of Nature. The 
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[ 30 ] 
Right of Defence includes all Means requifite and proper fof 
that Defence, and confequently a Right to appoint and fup- 
port their own Defender. It muft therefore appear, that 
the Houfe has, more efpecially when their deareft Rights are 
at Stake, a clear and juft Right to appoint an Agent for 
‘ themfelves, without the Concurrence of the Governor. 

‘ Icmutft be apparent to your Lerdfhip, that while our 
© Judges hold their Commiffions during Pleafure only, if they 
“ are to receive their Support from the Crown, independent of 
the free Grants of the People, they will be dependent on the 
Crown both for their Places and Support; and we fhould 
fubmit it to your Lordfhip’s Confideration, whether this be 
‘ not a Situation in which no Mah could with to be, who is 
properly impreffed with a Senfe of human Depravity, or wha 
has a due Regard for Juttice. In fuch a Cafe, what Decifions 
muit the People expeét, when the Difpute lics between Pre. 
* rogative and Privilege ? 

‘ We beg your Lordfhip’s candid Attention to the us 
‘ happy Circumftances of the Province; and hope the Re- 
prefentation we have made of our Grievances will meet with 
© a favourable Reception. ‘The Colonies are far fron bein 
* infenfible of their Happinefs, in being condu&ed with th 
‘ Mother Country, and of the mutual Benefits derived from it; 
¢ and fhall atall Times efleem it our Glory to cultivate, as far 
as cur Influence may extend, the warmeft Sentiments of 
‘ Loyalty and AfeQion to his Majefly, and to promote a happy 
‘ Union and Harmony between the SubjeGs of Great Britain 
‘ and thofe of the Colonies. We are greatly aggrieved, We 
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think it ourindifpenfable Duty to point out to your Lerdfhip 
our Gricvances ; we have frequently done it heretofore to 
Adminifiration. We have failed of Succefs.” Initead of be- 
ing relieved, our Giievances Bave been increafed, OurCon: 
fituents are jufily and univerfally alarmed, and filled with 
‘ anxicus Cencern at the prefent Potture of Afsirs.’ 

it is proper tofay a fincle Word about A 


Agency, Mr. De 
Bardt was appointed by the ] 
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rloufe only, sth November 170s; 
he was admitted, without the leaf Queflion, 2s Agent, at the 
Board of Trade, under difference Adminiftrations, and Gover- 
nor Bernard gave his Affentto'a Bil for paying his Salary fo 
late as the Year 14968. It happened to be the Duty. of the 
Agent foon after to convey the Complaints of his Co ituenss 
to the Throne, both againft the Minifter and the Governor, 
in this Bufinefs a faithful honest Agent was found exceedingly 
troublefome. Such Reprefentations were therefore made by 
the Governor, and fuch InflruQions fene by the Minifter, as 
incapaciated 
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jneapaciated the Houfe from paying their Agent, unlefs they 
would have one approved of by the very Perfons againft whom 
it might be his Duty to ad. = his Meafure needs no Com- 
ment. It is not in human Depravity to devife an Act of more 
erofs Injuftice, than that of debarring Men of the Means of 
defending themfelves when accufed, or of complaining when 
injured. ; 

With all thefe repeated Difappointments 2nd accumulated 
Grievances rankling in the Minds of the People, ‘the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives received, through the Hands of their Agent, 
fome original Letters written by their Governor and Lieutenant 
Governor to Perfons of Influence in England. Thefe Letters 
contained a mof unfavourable Reprefentation: of the Princi- 
ples and Proceedings of the People, and of their Reprefenta- 
tives. They called for Punifhment upon. individuals, and 
Reftraints upon the whole by an Abridgment of their Liberties. 


The Means of altering the Charter, and of new modelling the | 


Conftitution of the Colony, fo as to render the Crown abfo- 
lute, were pointed out witb a malignant Ability. Strong In- 


junétions were added of the Neceffity of finding out fome Way, 


‘to TAKE OFF the original Incendaries,’ left they fhould 
¢ continue to infil their Poifon into the Minds of the People.’ 

Thefe Letters were read with Grief, Aftonifhment, and 
Indignation. The People viewed the Writers of them in the 
mioft criminal Light. They confidered them as the intentional 
Authors of all their paft Calamities, and the Enemies of. their 
future Peace and Happinefs. What aggravated the Crime was, 
that thefe Wien were their Countrymen, had always profeffed 
the warmeft. Wifhes for the Welfare of the Province and of 
the People; and in confequence of thofe Profeffions, had ob- 
tained their higheft Confidence and Refpedt. This Character 
was peculiarly competent to one of the Letter Writers. He 
was the Strafford of his Time. The fecret Manner in which 
the Letters had been conveyed, made the Treachery Tenfold 
more terrible and offenfive. Ri 


The Houfe of Reprefentatives voted an humble Petition to. 


the King for the Removal of thefe Governors, ‘who had 
¢ rendered themfelves juftly obnoxious to the People, and en- 
¢ tirely loft their Confidence.’—His Majetty’s Council! in the 
Province refolved, at the fame Time, Thatit would be for his 
Majefty’s. Service, and the Peace of the Province to remove 
them. 
This Petition was heard before a Committee of the J 
of the Privy Council, where an illiberal Lawyer ‘was hire 
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nermitted to abule the Petitioners and their Agent, 
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grofleft Terms Scurrility could invent; and the Lords report» 
ed ‘That the Petition was groundlefs, vexatious and {can- 


‘ dalous, and calculated only for the feditious Purpofes of 


keeping up a Spirit of Clamour and Difcontent in the Pro- 
vince. That nothing had been laid before them which did 
or could, in their Opinion, in any Manner, or in any Degree 
impeach the Honour, Integrity or condu& of the Governor 
or Lieutenant Governor.’ 

it is curious to obferve that Mr. Hutchinfon, in his Hiftory, 
has deferibed his own Situation in that of Governor Dudley; 
in the Year 1705. ¢ The People (fays he) in general, looked 
‘ upon him as an Enemy, even to the Privileees of the new 
Charter. Sir Henry Afhurft procured an original Letter; 
wrote by the Governor’s Son Paul, who was then Attorney ' 
General, to Mr. Floyd, and fent it to New England, in which 
were thefe Expreflions, the Government and College are difpofed 
of here in Chimney Corners, and private Meetings, as confidently 
as con be—This Gountry will never be worth living in, for Gen- 
tlemen and. Lawyers, till the Charter is taken away. Copies 
wére difperfed about the Province, and the Letter was foon 
after printed.’ | 

Sir Henry Afhurft was Agent for the Province, and a Man 
of high Chara&ter, Credit, and Honour. Mr, Hutchinfon 
pafles no Cenfure on this Action, neither does it appear to have. 
been cenfured at the Time. Not that. Wedderburns were 
wanting, but that the Times did not countenance their Scur- 
rility. | 

In December 1773, a large Quantity of Tea, thipped by the 
Raft india Company, with the Dury impofed by Parliament to 
be paid in America, arrived at Bofton. All the Colonies to 
which the Tea under the fame Circumftances was deftined, 
had publicly refolved that it fhould not be admitted. The 
Direftors of the Eaft India Company had been forewarned of 
its Fate, and an Offer made before it was fhipped to pay the 
Duty here. But the Tea was deftined to produce the Com- 
motions it occafioned, and the Offer was rejected. “The Peo- 
ple met in Bofton, and infifted on the Tea being fent back. 
‘The Governor refufed'to permit the Ship to return, upon which 
fome Perfons in Diguife deftroyed it in the Night. It is 
manifeft that the Governor intended to urge them to this Ex- 
tremity, cr elfe he would have acted, as General Haldiman 
writes he expected Governor Tryon would do, ‘ to prevent 
‘ dangerous Extremities, rather chufe to permit the Teas fhould 
¢ be fent back to England.’ The fame was permitted at Phi- 
ladelphia, and the Tea actually fent back on the 27th vi e 
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éember: General Haldiman declares this was the Detefminaa 
tion of every Colony. ‘ The feveral Governors (fays he) of 
¢ other Provinces, will undoubtedly make your Lordfhip ac- 
« quainted with the Oppofition intended, and made in their 
‘ refpective Governments againft the landing the Tea; the 
© whole proceeding from an almoft unanimous Refolution not 
© to pay any new Duties or Taxes laid by the Parliament of 
¢ Great- Britain.’ | 
Governor Hutchinfon’s Son and his near Relation were the 
Confignees of the Tea, and the Perfons moft interefted in the 
Sale of it. As the Confignees had refufed to refign the Teas 
their Windows were broke by the Mob. Upon this they ap- 
plied to his Majefty’s Council for Protection, who came to the = 
following Report upon the Application. 4 
‘In Council Nov. 27, 1773, The Petition of Richard i 
Clark, Efq; and others (to whom the Eaft-India Company 
have configned a Quantity of their Tea) being referred to 
this Day, the fame was taken up; and after long Debates, 
Mr. Danforth, Mr. Bowdoin, Mr. Dexter, and Mr. Win- 
throp, were appointed a Committee thereon, who reported, 
and the Report after Debate was referred for further Confi- 
deration to Monday next, at Ten o’Clock, A. M. 
‘ Monday, Nov. 29, 1773. he faid Report was again 
confidered, and after fome Amendments unanimoufly agreed 
to. It is as follows: 
< Previous to the Confideration of the Petition before the 
Board, they would make a few Obfervations occafioned by 
the Subject of it. The’Situation of Things between Great- 
Britain and the Colonies has been for fome Years paft very 
unhappy. Parliament on the one hand has been taxing the 
Colonies, and they on the other have been petitioning and 
remonftrating againft it; apprehending they have conftituti- 
onally an exclufive Right of taxing themfelves, and that 
without fuch a Right their Condition ‘would be but little 
better than Slavery. Poffeffed of thefe Sentiments, every 
new Meafure of Parliament, tending to eftablifh and con- 
firm a Tax on them, renews and increafes their Diftrefs ; 
and it is particularly increafed by the Act lately made, em- 
powering the Eaft India Company to fhip their Tea to oa 
America. | 
‘¢ This A& in a commercial View they think introdadive 
of Monopolies, and tending to bring on them the cxtenlive 
Evils thence arifing: But their great Objection to it is from 
its being manifeltly intended (though that Intention is not 
exprefled therein) more effeCtually to fecure the Payment a 
| £E ‘ the , , 
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* the Duty on Tea, laid by an A& pafled in the 7th Year of 
* his prefent Majefty, intitled, «© An A& for granting certain 
‘¢ Duties in the Britifh Colonies and Plantations in America ;” 
* which Act in its Operation deprives the Colonifts of the 
Right above-mentioned (the exclufive Right of taxing them- 
felves) which they hold to be fo effential an one, that it can« 
not be taken away, or given up, without their being des 
graded, or degrading themfelves below the Chara&er of 
Men. ft nee only deprives them of that Right, but enaéts 
that the, Monies arifing from the Duties granted by it may 
* be applied ‘*as his Majeity or his Succeffors fhall think proper 
** or neceflary, for defraying the Charges of the Adminiftrati« 
i ** on of Juftice, and the Support of the Civil Government, 
| | “* within all or any of the faid Colonies or Plantations.” 
_ € This Claufe of the A& has already operated in fome of the 
Colonies; and inthis Colony in particular, with regard to the 
Support of Civil Government, and thereby has operated in Di- 
minution of its Charter Rights, to the great Grief of the good 
People of it, who have been, and ftill-are, greatly alarmed 
by repeated Reports, that it is to have a further Operation 
vita refpedt to the defraying the Charge of the Adminiftra« 
tion of Juitice, which would not only be a further Diminu- 
tion of thofe Rights, but tend in all conftitutional Queftions, 
and in-many other Cafes of Importance, to bias the Judges 
againit the Subje@. They humbly rely on the ‘Juftice and 
Gocednefs of his Majefty for the Reftitution and Prefervation 
of thofe- Rights. hu ah | 
‘ This fhort State of Fa@s the Board thought neceflary to 
be given, to thew the Caufe of the prefent great Uneafinels, 
which is not confined to this Neighkourhsod, but is general 
ind extenfive. The People ‘think their éxclufive Right of 
axing themfelyes by their Reprefenratives infringed and vio- 
ated by the Act above-mentioned ; that tae new Act, em- 
powering the Eaft-India Company to import their Tea into 
© America, confirms that Violation, and isa new Effort, not 
‘only more effectually to fectre the Payment of the Tea 
© Duty, but lay a Foundation for the enhancing it; and in a 
« tike Way, if this fhould fucceed, to lay other Taxes on A- 
merica ; that itis m ics Attendants and Confequences ruins 
ous to the Liberties and Properties of themfelves, and their 
Polterit?; that as their numerous Petitions for Relief have é 
been rejected, the faid new AG demonttrates-an Unwillings 
pefg in Minitiry that Parliament fhould grant them Reliet ; 
| ‘© chat this is the Source of their Diftrefs that borders on De- 
* {pair's and that they know not where to apply for Relief. 
! > © Thefe 
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¢ Thefe being the Sentiments of the People,. it is become 
¢ the indifpenfable Duty of the Board to mention them, that 
¢ the Occafion of the late Demands on Mr. Clark and others 
* (the Agents for the Eaft-India Company),.and ofthe con» 
fequent Difturbances, might appear: And we mention them, 
not to juftify thofe Difturbances, the Authors of which we 


the Rife of them. 
‘ On this Occafion, Juftice impels us to declare, that the 
People of this Town and Province, though they have a high 
Senfe of Liberty, derived from the Manners, the Example 
and Conftitution of the Mother Country, have,. till the late 
Parliamentary Taxations of the Colonies, been as free from 
Difturbances as any People whatever. © are 
“© This Reprefentation the Board thought neceflary to be 
made prior to their taking Notice of the Petition of the Agents 
above-mentioned ;, to the Confideration of which they now 
roceed,. | , 
© The Petitioners °° beg Leave to refign, themfelves, and 
‘¢ the Property committed to their Care, to. his Excellency 
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have advifed fhould be profecuted, but to give a juit Idea of 


<< and the Board, as Guardians and Protectors of the Peopis,. 


‘< praying that Meafures may be direGied to. for the landing. 
<¢ and fecuring the Tea, &c.” With regard to the perfonal 
¢ ProteGtion of the Petitioners, the Board have not been in- 
formed, that they have applied for it to any of the Juftices of 
the Peace; within whofe Department itistotake Cognizanee 
of the Cafe of the Petitioners, and of all other Breaches of 
the Peace; they being vefted by Law with all the Authority 
neceflary for. the Protection of his Majefty’s Subjects. In 
the principal Inftance of Abufe™, of which they complain, 
the Board have already advifed, that the Authors fhould be 
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‘in the other Inftances mentioned in their Petition, 

«© With regard to the ‘Tea committed to the Care of the Pe- 
¢ titioners, the Board have no Authority to take either thator 
¢ any other Merchandize out of their Care ; and fhould they 
¢ doit, or give any Order or Advice concerning it, and a. Lots 
< enfue, they apprehend they fhould make themfelves refpon- 
G 


« fible for it. With, refpect to the Prayer of the Petition, 


<¢ that Meafures may be directed to for landing and fecuring 


« the Tea,” the Board would obferve on it, that the Duty on 


¢ the Tea becomes payable, and muft be paid, or fecured to 
. 2 ‘ be 


* Some of their W indows were broken. 
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profecuted according to Law ; and they do advife the fame 
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‘ be paid, on its being landed. And fhould they dire@ or 
‘ advife to any Meafure for landing it, they would of courfe 
* advife to a Meafure for procuring the Payment of the Duty, 
‘« and therefore be advifing to a Meafure inconfiftent with the 
* declared Sentiment of both Houfes in the laft Winter Seffion 
© of the General Court, which they apprehend to be altoge- 
* ther inexpedient and improper. ye oy? 
‘ The Board, however, on this Occaficn affure your Ex- 
cellency, that as they have feen, with Regret, fome Jate 
Difturbances, and have advifed to the profecuting the Au- 
thors of them, fo they will, in all legal Methods, endeavour, 
to the utmoft of their Power, to prevent them in future. 
‘ Whereupon advifed, That his Excellency renew his Or- 
ders to his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace, Sheriffs, and o- 
ther Peace Officers, to exert themfelves to the utmoft for 
the Security of his Majefty’s Subje€ts, the Prefervation of 
Peace and good Order, and for preventing all Offences a- 
gainft the Law.’ 
pA | On the 18th of February 1774, the whole Houfe of Repre- 
Va fentatives waited on the Governor with a fecond Petition, for 
the Removal of the Chief Juftice, who had rendered himfelf 
incapable, by accepting a Salary from the Crown, at whofe 
Will he alfo held his Place.*, They fay, * Your ‘Excellency 
will pleafe to confider that this Houfe is well acquainted with 
the general Senfe of their Conftituents in this Matter; and 
we can now allure you, that the Continuance of the Chief 
Juftice in his Place, will increafe the Uneafinefs of the Peo- 
pie without Doors, and endanger the public Tranquillity, 
* We therefore earnettly intreat your Excellency, that while 
-£ we are in this Inftance employing the Powers with which 
* we are entrufted in promoting the Tranquillity and good 
‘© Order of Government, ‘* we may,’ agreeably to your De- 
* claration in your Speech to both Houfes, ¢* find that you 
“are ready to give your Confent to a Requeft of the Houfe 
** intended for that and other great and important Purpofes :” 
© And that your Excellency will immediately take every Ste 
* for the Removal of the Chief Juftice from the fuperior 
¢ Court.’ “i 
The Governor returned them a pofitive Denial, accompa- 
nied with a curious Piece of Equivocation. “he Houfe had 
‘prayed that he would take the Advice of his Majefty’s Council 
‘upon their Petition, conformable to the Charter.—To which 
he ‘anfwers, Phat though he was by Charter to 2ét with the 
vice and Afiftance of his Council, yet the fummoning of 
heCouncil was in bis Diferetion. Thus was the protective 
fon of the Charter effectually evaded, This 
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‘This is a full and fair State of the Proceedings in and res 
fpecting the Province of the Maflachuletts Bay, from the Year 
1762 to 1774. . 

The candid Reader will judge what Caufes of Difcontent 
have been giventhem, and whether they have operated beyond 
their natural Bounds. If they have been particularly unquiet, 
they have alfo been particularly irritated and injured. Imagin- 
ing ourfelves in their Situation, will, I believe, prevent us from 
feverely cenfuring their Conduct. 

It is manifeft that they have conftantly exprefled their Com- 
plaints in Petitions conceived in the moft meafured Language 
of Subordination and Refpect. That they have repeatedly 
acknowledged the fupreme legiflative Authority of Parliament. 
That the only Inftance in which they feem to have queftioned 
it, was in a mere fpeculative Difpute, purpofely provoked by 
the Governor. That the conftant Subject of their Complaint, 
has been the having their Money taken from them without 
their Confent; the fubftituting a dependent Judge, bribed by 
being paid out of the Forfeitures, to determine in all Caufes of 
Revenue, by the Rules of the Civil Law, and without a Jury; 
and the Violation of their Security in the due Adminiftration 
of Government and of Juftice, by rendering the Governor and 
Judges totally dependent on the Crown. ‘That their W ifh has 

een to return to the State in which they were before the 
Ee thefe Laws and fending thefe Inftru€tions, and not to 
ecome independent of Great Britain. “his appears not only 
from their repeated and authentic Declarations, but from Go- 
gernor Hutchinfon’s Letters. ‘ The Enemies of Government 
* (fo is he pleafed to ftile the Council, the Houfe of Repre- 
< fentatives, and the People) gave out, that their Friends in 
‘ Parliament were increafing, and all Things would be foon on 
¢ the old Footing; in other Words, that all Acts impofing 
< Duties would be repealed, the Commiffioners Board diflolved, 
¢ the Cuftoms put on their old Footing, and illicit Trade be 
‘ carried on with little or no Hazard,’ The Malignity of 
this Reflection upon the People, will plainly appear from the 
following Declaration of Governor Bernard, whofe Teftimony 
in their favour will hardly be queftioned. < I do not pretend, 
‘ fays he, that this Province is entirely free from the Breach of 
‘ thofe Laws (of Trade), but only that fuch Breach, if dif- 
¢ covered, is furely punifhed.” What more can be faid of the 
beft Country upon Earth ? Yet Governor Hutchinfon does not 
fcruple to charge them with having been all Smugglers, and 
throw an Odium upon their ftruggling for their Rights by the 
PE a Rd ee a - Imputation 
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Imputation of their fele Obje& being to renew that illicit 
‘Trade with Impunity. | 7 

it muft alfo appear from their Proceedings, that their great 
Crime has been their Conftancy in petitioning for Redrefs of 
Grievances; which has been attempted to be reprefied, even 
by the mof unjuftinable Means of refufing them an Agent to. 
vindicate them when mifreprefented, and fupport their Com- 
plaints, While this common Right of Juftice is denied 
them, Perfons are notorioufly hired here to load them in the 
Public Papers with every Species of Opprobrium, Falfhood, 
and Abufe. There are two Things which deferve the moft 
particular Attention: 1ft, That whenever Affidavits were 
taken on the Part of the People, they were taken in public, 
with Summonfes to all Perfons concerned to attend, and crofs- 
examine the Witnefles: On the contrary, thofe which were 
obtained by the Governor and Commiffioners, accufing the 
People, were made in fecret, the Perfons accufed unapprized 
and totally ignorant of the Proceedings, they were tran{mitted 
in fecret, and the injured Perfons by mere Accidents, and 
after they had operated to their Hurt, had an Opportunity of 
feeing and refuting them, ‘The Inftances on both Sides will 
be found in the Affidavits taken on the Seizure of the Sloop 
Liberty, and the Riot, and in Mr. Oliver’s Affidavit, and the 
Narrative of the Town, refpecting the Mailacre on the 5th of 
March. 2d, That the chief and almoft only continual Wit- 
nefies againft the People are, the Governors Bernard and 
Hutchinfon : The former of whom has long laboured under an 
Accufation upon Oath of grofs Corruption in his Office; the 
latter has been detected in the bafeft Plot againft their Liberties ; 
and both are at open Enmity with the People, having been 
petitioned againft by their Reprefentatives, as univerfally 
odious. How far the Reprefentations of Men focircumftanced 
can be prefumed fair and impartial, or deferve Credit, muft be 
‘Jeft to the candid to determine. 

We have feen their Petitions either intercepted, or treated 
® with a contemptuous Silence, or anfwered with the feverett 
“'" Cenfures.. Seven Years Supplication has brought no Relief. 
» And now, to fill up the Meafure of their Misfortunes, their 
“¢ >» Portis fopt up, their Charter is to be fubverted, and a lawlefs 
|. Army letdoefe upon them. They have been tried, condemned 
‘sand punifhed, unheard and unapprized of the whole Proceed- 
ings... They are left to weep over their Apprehenfions, re- 

* the utter Subverfion of their Liberties. This Ac- 
ation of Calamities is heaped upon them, becaufe high 
¢ ntments, as they naturally muft, have ae: 
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fevere and reiterated Injuries: Becaufe Difcontent has arifen 
from difappointed and defpifed Complaints; and Violence 
from infulted Difcontent. ‘th ; 

Whoever will take the Trouble of reading, in the Hiftory 
of this moft meritorious and unhappy People, the unparalleled 
Hardihips with which they purchafed thofe Liberties we have 
now torn from them; and view the deplorable, the defoerate 
Situation, to which they are now reduced—however obdurate, 
however prejudiced he may be, he mut think, at leat, 


One buman Tear may drop, and be forgiven, 
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